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Samoa Tsunami Appeal – Yazaki raises WST 310,641 (A UD 140,000) 
 

With its close affiliation to the Independent State  of Samoa, 
YAZAKI – Australian Arrow Pty. Ltd. mobilised its w orkforce and 
even involved its parent company in Japan to collec t money and 
other donations in order to help the small pacific island 
community which was devastated by the disaster.  
 
Australian Arrow Pty. Ltd. (AAPL), one of the largest employers in the 
Frankston area, is closely affiliated with the Independent State of 
Samoa which on September 29th was struck by a tsunami that was 
triggered by a submarine earthquake of the magnitude 8.0 on the 
Richter scale. AAPL’s wiring harness manufacturing plant Yazaki 
EDS Samoa (YES) is the island state’s largest employer with more 
than 1,000 employees. YES generates 87% of Samoa’s total exports. 
 
When the news of the deadly tsunami was heard in Australia, 
volunteers at AAPL sprung into action appealing to associates their 
families and friends to donate whatever can help the victims through 
this catastrophe.  
 

AAPL’s management team immediately made contact with the colleagues in Samoa to identify the 
damage and impact on people. Fortunately for Yazaki, the tsunami hit the southern coast of Samoa 
which meant that no associate lost their life and only 8 associates were directly affected by the quake. 
 
The next step was to gauge what support was needed most. It 
was quickly established that apart from money: clothing, 
bedding, towels, toiletries, kitchen utensils and toys as well as 
long-life food donations were needed most urgently. AAPL 
collected donations for 10 days and sorted through everything to 
ensure it was needed and easily identifiable.  
 
In total 15 Uni-pak shipping containers were filled. The range of 
donations was mind blowing: 
 

·  Clothing & footwear (men, women & children 
·  Books, games, puzzles 
·  Stationery, pens, notebooks, pencils, crayons 
·  Non-perishable foods (all types) 
·  Linen (towels, sheets, pillows, bedding, tea towels) 
·  Crockery, cutlery and cooking utensils 
·  Laundry: buckets, tubs, sponges, washing detergents 
·  Toiletries, soaps, toothbrushes, toothpastes, toilet paper, tissues, 

shampoos, band aides, other personal toiletries 
·  Plastic Containers : drink bottles, jugs, food containers 
·  Mosquito nets, coils 
·  Tent, storage bags, 
·  Tools: hammers, nails 
·  Sewing supplies: needles, threads 
 

The list just goes on and on and on…..  
 
The employees of the Samoan factory also collected goods an added 
another 12 Uni-pak containers to the list raising the total donation to one 
full container load (FCL). 



Press Release                              – Samoan Tsunami Appeal –                       Australian Arrow Pty. Ltd. 

2 

 
While donating goods helps the people affected by the disaster through the 
most difficult time, money is also needed to rebuild the affected 
communities. AAPL therefore asked for monetary donations and 
associates from Australia, Japan and Samoa gave generously.  
 
In addition to individual contributions, AAPL 
also organized other fund raising events such 

as a ride-to-work brunch, a social club bus raffle and a movie ticket auction. 
 
Finally, Yazaki added money in form of company donations raising the total 
amount to WST 310,641 (AUD 140,000). 
 
 

All these donations were directly handed to the prime minister of 
Samoa The Honourable Tuilaepa Aiono Sailele Malielegaoi. 
President and managing director of Yazaki EDS Samoa Ltd and 
Yazaki Australian Arrow Pty Ltd Mr. Takahashi Ikeda presented the 
cheque. Prime Minister Tuilaepa thanked the Yazaki Samoa and 
Australia for the donation. “This will greatly assist the government 
in the recovery process we are working at now,” Tuilaepa said. 
 
 

 
A big “Thank You” to all for the con-
tributions and to the volunteers who 
helped making this charitable activity such 
a big success. 


